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FREE LIST FOR SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND OFFICES

Annual Day Theme Names
60 theme names with what each one means — schools first, then preschool, college and office —

and how to turn the one you pick into a stage, a dress code and an awards list. Print it, take it to

the staff meeting, forward it to whoever is deciding.

Who put this together. Plan With YOLO produces school and college annual days in Pune — stage, backdrop, sound,

lighting, rehearsals, cue sheets and parent seating. We wrote this list from the programmes we have actually run, which is why

every name has a note on what it needs on stage rather than only what it sounds like. There is nothing to fill in and nothing to

subscribe to. If you want the evening produced, the number is at the bottom of every page.

School annual function theme name list
School annual day themes should carry a simple message that children can act out and parents can follow from

the back row.

Unique names for school annual day, with their meaning

Save Our Planet nature, water and waste.

Journey Through Time from ancient cities to space missions.

Unity in Diversity states, languages and festivals.

Tales of Panchatantra stories with a moral.

Our Heroes freedom fighters, scientists and everyday helpers.

The Magic of Books characters stepping out of stories.

Seasons of India monsoon, harvest and spring festivals.

Dreams Take Flight careers and ambitions.

Rhythms of the World dance forms from every continent.

Smart Planet science, inventions and robots.

Annual day themes for preschool

Jungle Jamboree Under the Sea Colours of the Rainbow

Nursery Rhyme Land Fruits and Veggies Party Community Helpers

Little Astronauts Toy Town

With little ones, keep each act short, repeat simple movements and put the youngest groups early in the

programme, before they get tired. Our annual day themes for schools gallery sorts twenty more ideas by age
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band, with the stage, prop and costume notes for each.

Office and corporate annual day theme names
Corporate annual day themes work best when they carry the message of the year without sounding like a sales

review. These fifteen translate well into stage design and awards.

Theme name The idea behind it Stage and decor cue

Rise Together Growth as a team effort Rising steps, sunrise colours on the LED wall

Mission Launch A new product or a new
phase

Countdown opening, control-room backdrop

The Next Chapter A milestone or new leadership Giant open book, one chapter per segment

Decade of Us A tenth or twentieth
anniversary

Timeline wall with photos from every year

Bollywood Nights Pure celebration Film-set lights, red carpet, clapboard props

Retro Rewind Fun and nostalgia Cassettes, neon signs, a disco ball

Global Village Teams from many cities or
countries

Regional zones, flags, food counters by region

Future Forward Technology and innovation Blue and silver palette, LED tunnel entry

Roots and Wings Heritage plus ambition Tree motif, warm wood and green tones

Carnival of Colours Energy and inclusion Stalls, bunting, a games area

Roaring Twenties
Gala

A formal black-tie evening Gold and black, art-deco frames

Superheroes of the
Year

Recognition-heavy evenings Comic panels, capes for award winners

Colours of India Culture and pride State-wise decor, folk performances

Beyond Limits Big targets met Mountain peak with a flag at the summit

Starry Night An elegant, calm evening Fairy-light ceiling, deep blue drapes

College annual function theme names
College annual function themes should give students room to perform and compete. Pick something broad

enough to hold dance, drama, music and fashion segments.

Split the evening into theme segments so every club gets a slot. If you are running a larger fest, our page on

college gathering events covers judging, sound and crowd flow.

Unique and creative annual day names
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Unique annual day themes stand out because they give guests something to do, not just something to look at.

These fifteen work for companies, colleges and larger schools alike.

Enchanted Forest hanging greens, fairy lights, woodland costumes.

Casino Night play-money tables and a lucky-draw finale.

Masquerade Ball masks handed out at the entry.

Galaxy Night planets, star projections and silver outfits.

Desi Mela food stalls, games and folk music.

Monochrome black and white only, with one accent colour on stage.

Arabian Nights lanterns, low seating and rich fabrics.

Royal Rajasthan turbans, puppets and palace arches.

Beach Luau flower garlands, tiki props and bright prints.

Game On sports and arcade zones between performances.

Wild West hats, saloon doors and a line-dance finale.

Festival of Lights diyas, lanterns and warm lighting.

Red Carpet Night step-and-repeat wall and a paparazzi corner.

Vintage Circus striped tents, jugglers and a ringmaster anchor.

Zero Waste Celebration reusable decor and a green pledge wall.

How to choose an annual day theme
The right annual day theme is one your audience understands in five seconds and can take part in. Before you

fall for a name, check it against these five questions.

Who is in the room? A theme for a large office and their families is different from one for
preschoolers and their parents.

What was this year about? Growth, a new office, a merger, an anniversary or a hard year you got
through together. The theme should echo it.

Can it be shown on stage? Excellence is a value, not a theme. Mission Launch gives the designer a
rocket, a countdown and a control-room backdrop.

Can everyone join in? A dress code or an entry prop should be easy and cheap for guests to
follow.

Does it suit the venue? A retro disco night works in a banquet hall. A harvest festival wants a lawn.

Say the name out loud. If it needs a paragraph of explanation, keep looking.

Turning a theme into stage, decor and dress code
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A theme only works when guests can see it within seconds of walking in. Carry it through these five touchpoints.

Lighting, LED walls and stage builds for themed evenings are covered on our event production services page.

Matching activities and awards to your theme
Awards and activities feel natural when they borrow the language of the theme. Here is how a few of the names

above play out.

Theme Award names Activity idea

Mission Launch Rocket Star, Mission Control
Award

Paper-rocket challenge between teams

Bollywood Nights Blockbuster Team, Best
Supporting Role

Dialogue-dubbing contest

Superheroes of the
Year

Shield Award, Power Duo Superhero ramp walk

Retro Rewind Evergreen Award,
Chartbuster Team

Antakshari between departments

Save Our Planet Green Champion, Eco House Best-out-of-waste display

Keep the award segment before dinner, while attention is high, and keep each award walk short so the energy

does not drop.

Planning your annual day in Pune
Lock the theme six to eight weeks before a corporate annual day, and earlier for schools, because rehearsals,

costumes and stage builds all depend on it. The winter months are the busiest season for annual days in Pune,

so large banquets and open lawns get booked early.

Think about travel too. If most of your people work around Hinjewadi or Kharadi, a venue close to the office

saves an hour of traffic on a weekday evening. Schools usually use their own ground or an auditorium, which

makes sound, seating and backstage space the main planning items.

Plan With YOLO has been planning and running annual days since 2013, from theme and stage design to

anchoring, awards and the final DJ set, with one team and one point of contact. See how we handle it on our

annual day event management page, or share your date and headcount and we will suggest three themes that fit

your audience.
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IF YOU WANT THE EVENING PRODUCED

What a school annual day actually
involves
Choosing the theme is the enjoyable part and about a tenth of the work. This is the rest of it, in

the order it happens — useful whether you hand it to us or run it yourself.

Eight weeks out Theme decided, programme list drafted, venue or ground confirmed. Count the
acts honestly: eight items is roughly two hours once you include the gaps between
them.

Six weeks out Stage size, backdrop design and the dress code per class. The backdrop has to be
designed before it can be printed, and printing is the step that cannot be
compressed.

Four weeks out Sound and lighting decided against the actual hall or ground. A hall system does
not carry across an open compound, and finding that out on the day is the most
common failure in a school programme.

Two weeks out Cue sheet written — every entry, exit, music track and light change, in order, on
one document that the backstage team holds.

One week out Parent seating plan, invitation and the chief guest confirmed in writing. Rehearsal
on the actual stage, with the actual sound.

The day Crew in before the children arrive, sound tested in an empty hall, backstage
marshalling by class, and one person holding the run order so the programme
does not drift past the time parents were given.

Plan With YOLO — event management in Pune since 2013. We produce school and college annual days, sports
days and prize distributions across Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad: stage, backdrop, sound, lighting, rehearsals, cue
sheets, parent seating and the crew to run it, so your teachers stay with their classes.

Tell us your date, your hall or ground and roughly how many children, and we will come back with a run order and
a budget range. If we are not the right fit for your evening we will say so.

Phone / WhatsApp +91 84858 38274    Email hello@planwithyolo.com
School annual day: planwithyolo.com/school-annual-day-event-management/
School sports day: planwithyolo.com/school-sports-day-organisers-in-pune/
The full theme list online: planwithyolo.com/annual-day-theme-ideas/


